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Having seen the selected work, this year’s edition of Taking In promises to be a terrific
document and thoroughly reflects the eclectic, and creative, visual intelligence of an
enormously talented group of young artists. It also represents an equally gifted faculty
of artist/teachers that | have the pleasure of working with throughout the year. As well,
| am grateful to those who have generously donated to the production of Taking in and
to those who believe in what this annual collaborative enterprise means to AlB and the
University.

In last years introduction | wrote a short piece about the rapid changes that have been
taking place in the photographic medium. Since these transformations to the medium
are relentiess, it is appropriate, | think, to repeat those thoughts.

During the last decade, there has been a faint noise in the background...a fear of digi-
tally generated images devouring the hand-made and classical print that has been such
an integral part of photography for the last century. Of late, with the announcement of
Polaroid’s demise, the lament has become a bit louder and a ready topic of conversa-
tion among all in the community of image-makers, and those who love the traditions
of the medium. The reality is that photography is simply going through another evolu-
tion, as it has done almost continuously since 1829. Each adopted technology, such as
the transition to Eastman’s flexible roll film system in 1885 from the more complicated
and cumbersome wet plate process, instantly resulted in photography becoming more
democratic and accessible to far larger groups of practitioners and potential artists. The
shift to the digitally generated image is no different.

On a very optimistic level, it is becoming increasingly common for images, generated
by both light and imagination, to be recorded by pixels as well as silver. This fresh syn-
tax has opened up the language of the medium as a possibility to creative people in
all disciplines, where no single form of expression is mutually exclusive of another. As
technology simplifies the options, and older techniques are incorporated into the new,
the concept of photography / light-marking will continue to evolve. | expect that Taking
In will transform as well, and represent, not so much a collection of photographs, but
instead, a collection of visual ideas, expressions, and concepts, that incorporate light, the
marks light makes, and their reflection upon our imaginations.

Christopher James

Chair of Photography
April 2009
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