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About the Contributors 
 
 
Shaun McNiff 
Professor in Lesley's Expressive Therapies Program, McNiff has delivered hundreds of 
lectures and presentations on expressive therapies topics throughout the United 
States, Canada, Europe and Israel over the past forty years. A prolific author, Shaun 
McNiff's written work includes Art Heals: How Creativity Cures the Soul 
(2004), Integrating the Arts in Therapy: History, Theory, and Practice (2009), and the 
upcoming Art as Research (2013). 
 
Phillip Speiser 
Adjunct Instructor in Lesley's Expressive Therapies program, specializing in 
psychodrama and drama therapy, Phillip Speiser is currently the Director of Parkside 
Arts and Health Associates in Boston, Massachusetts. Speiser has worked and 
developed programs with individuals and groups in conflict in unstable regions, 
including  South Africa, Zimbabwe, Swaziland and the Middle East 
 
Stephen Levine 
Professor of Social Science at York University (Toronto), Co-Director of ISIS-Canada, 
and Dean of the Doctoral Program in Expressive Arts: Therapy, Education, Consulting 
at the European Graduate School (Switzerland). He is the author of Poiesis: The 
Language of Psychology and the Speech of the Arts and other works, and the Editor of 
the journal, POIESIS: A Journal of the Arts and Communication. 
 
 
Robert J. Landy 
Professor of Educational Theatre and the Founder and Director of the Drama Therapy 
Program at New York University where he was a recipient of the Distinguished 
Teaching Medal. He has published numerous books and articles including Persona 
and Performance and How We See God and Why It Matters. His musical play, God Lives 
in Glass, was recently produced at the Provincetown Playhouse in New York City. 
 
 
Susan Spaniol 
Art Therapy Coordinator and Senior PhD Advisor in Expressive Therapies at Lesley 
University. She is a co-author of The Recovery Workbook II: Connectedness and 
Recovery Workbook II; Leader's Guide. 
 
Lynn Kapitan 
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Associate Professor of Graduate Art Therapy and Chair of the Art & Design Division of 
Mount Mary College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She is the author of Re-Enchanting Art 
Therapy, has served on the Editorial Board ofArt Therapy: Journal of the American Art 
Therapy Association, and is President of the American Art Therapy Association. A 
professional art therapist and educator, she currently is a consultant in community 
transformation with the Centro de Educacion Popular of Managua, Nicaragua. 
 
Gene Diaz 
Visual artist, ethnographer and former Fulbright scholar Gene Diaz  has delivered 
keynote presentations at national and international conferences that explore 
intersections between the arts, aesthetics and teaching/learning. Diaz returned to 
Medellin, Colombia in 2007 to research DESEARTE PAZ, an arts and pedagogy network 
of organizations working towards establishing a culture of peace in the South 
American nation. 
 
Zayda Sierra 
Professor, School of Education, Founder and Director of DIVERSER Research Group (in 
Pedagogy and Cultural Diversity). Fulbright Scholar 1995-1998, University of Georgia. 
 
Lenore Wadsworth Hervey 
Teaches in the Dance/Movement Therapy Department at Columbia College, Chicago. 
 
Nancy Toncy 
Dance/movement therapist and counselor with Arabic immigrants and refugees at 
World Relief Chicago and a native of Cairo, Egypt 
 
Linda Lack 
Performer, Choreographer, Ritualist, Lecturer, Movement Therapist, Teacher and Arts 
Based Researcher. She directs Two Snake Studios in Los Angeles, California where she 
developed, over the last 40 years, The Thinking Body – The Feeling Mind TMSM a 
technique taught and practiced in the USA, Malaysia, Mexico, Central America and 
Europe. Lack has been acknowledged by The Rockefeller Foundation, The National 
Endowment for the Arts, The California Arts Council, Samadha International Healing 
Awards, The Los Angeles Area Dance Alliance Awards for Innovative Choreography and 
The LACE Awards for Movement and Spirituality. 
 
Bethe Hagens 
Core Doctoral Faculty in Interdisciplinary Studies at the Union Institute and University. 
 
Suzanne B. Hanser 
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Founding chair of the Music Therapy Department at Berklee College of Music. She is 
President of the World Federation of Music Therapy and Past President of the National 
Association for Music Therapy. Hanser is on the staff of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
as music therapy clinician and researcher, she has served as lecturer in the 
Department of Social Medicine at Harvard Medical School, and serves on the editorial 
board of Journal of Music Therapy. She received a National Research Service Award 
from the National Institute on Aging and was a Senior Postdoctoral Fellow in 
Psychiatry at Stanford University School of Medicine. 
 
Susan B. Hanser 
Program Director of the Alzheimer's Association, San Francisco Bay Area Chapter, and 
Chair of the Music Therapy Department at University of the Pacific. She is the author of 
The New Music Therapist's Handbook. She has published numerous book chapters 
and written articles in such diverse journals as Nursing Home Medicine, Journal of 
Gerontology, Journal of Pediatric Oncology Nursing, Journal of Music Therapy, 
Psychosomatics, Pediatrics, and Journal of the International Association of Music for 
the Handicapped. 
 
Martin Perdoux 
Art therapist with nine years of experience in psychiatry and special education. He 
currently teaches woodworking to gang members in a private school. He taught for 
four years in the graduate art therapy program at the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. In the Fall, he begins teaching about the relationship of writing and visual 
arts in the MFA in Interdisciplinary Arts program at Columbia College, Chicago's Center 
for Book and Paper Arts. 
 
Vivien Marcow-Speiser 
A Professor of Expressive Therapies at Lesley and the Director of National, 
International, and Collaborative Programs, Vivien Marcow-Speiser has utilized the arts 
as a method of communicating across borders and cultures. Her expertise lies in 
building resolutions to trauma and cross-cultural conflict, and has worked with 
groups in the Middle East and South Africa. 
 
Mary Clare Powell 
Professor at Lesley University, Cambridge, MA, where she directs the Creative Arts in 
Learning Division and teaches. She is author of The Widow (1981), This Way Daybreak 
Comes: Women's Values and the Future (1986), Things Owls Ate(1998), and Academic 
Scat (2002). Forthcoming from Peter Lang Publishers is Little Signs of Hope: Arts, 
Education and Social Change, of which she is co-editor. 
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